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Look Out, an artistic collaboration by an
internationally renowned impressionist
painter and one of New Zealand’s
foremost landscape photographers and
conservationists, captures the awe-inspiring
landscape of and thought-provoking human
connection to the iconic Southern Alps of
Aotearoa.

On trips together, the two friends were
both ignited by each other’s love of the high
mountains around Aoraki/Mt Cook in the

Backcountry

central core of the Southern Alps. Macleod
painted and Potton photographed, building
a collaboration that is neither literal nor
conceptual but is their tribute to this faraway
arena, as well as a reflection on the place of
art in understanding the natural world.

LookOut has alarge format — pages are 36 x
29cm, allowing plenty of white space for the
generously sized paintings and photographic
prints. With no chapter structure, and the
text commentary by Potton limited to just a
few of the first 22 pages, the book is strongly
focused on visual presentation. There is no
apparent pattern to the order of paintings
or photographs, but the artists’ styles feel
sympathetic — sometimes brooding and
muted, always thought-provoking.

According to Potton, ‘A good photo [or
painting] can sometimes be an arrow to the
heart of things, alluding to or eliciting an
immediate encounter. It is the nature of art
and the way of nature to push us beyond the
narrow realities we often become trapped in,
to new or forgotten realms of pleasure.’

This is not the usual book of mountain
landscapes. If you’re seeking a distinctive
and thought-provoking take on Aotearoa’s
alpine domain then Look Out is well worth
looking into.




