


On the forest floor and up in the trees,
in the sand and in the sea, birds

peck, 
sip, 

spear, 
fish, 
snap 

and crack.

Their beaks are

sharp, 
long, 

 bright, 
strong 

or strangely curved.

Whose beak is this, snuffling out worms in the dark?Can you guess a bird from its beak?



It’s Kiwi’s beak.
Kiwi have nostrils at the end 

of their beaks so they can 
smell worms in the ground.

Whose beak is this, sipping nectar from flax flowers?



 poke their long, curved beaks far  
down into flowers to sip nectar.  

They often get pollen on their beaks  
and heads after visiting flax flowers.

Whose beak is this, swallowing a karaka berry whole?



It’s Kererū’s beak.
              New Zealand pigeons  
             have mouths big enough  
           to swallow the largest  
         berries whole. They spread the  
      seeds of the forest trees far and  
   wide – can you guess how?

Whose beak is this, chewing on grass?



It’s Pūkeko’s beak.
Pūkeko have sharp beaks for cutting 

through grass. They can use their feet to 
hold on to the grass while they eat.

Whose beak is this, poking for shellfish in the sand?



It’s Tōrea’s beak.
Oystercatchers have long, strong beaks to dig 

deep in the sand and to crack open shells.

Whose beak is this, filtering the water for food?



It’s Kōtuku-ngutupapa’s beak.
Spoonbills use their paddle-shaped beaks to 
sift fish, shrimps and insects from the shallow 

water of the estuary.

Whose beak is this, catching fish in the ocean?
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