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PART 4

On the
road

People all over the world are giving up their permanent foundations to
take to the road in a variety of different vehicles. A van is perhaps the
most practical option for a home that is constantly on the move and is
simpler to convert. It is small, lightweight, inexpensive to travel with and
can take you pretty much anywhere you want to go.
Slightly larger than the average van, yet still small and designed to
be ultra-mobile, wagons, campers and caravans are definitely popular
options. They all require an additional vehicle for towing, but can provide
wonderful stationary homes as well when parked.
If you want all the comforts of home while still maintaining ease of
movement, then a converted bus or housetruck can be the way to go.
Much larger than vans and campers, these homes on wheels are often
beautifully crafted. Once inside, it can often be hard to imagine you’re
standing in a vehicle.
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MY OWN TINY HOME

Nomadic in North America
12 m2 / 128 ft2
US$50,000

I

am deeply in love with my tiny house. The road to constructing it has
been a long one and has included many lessons, some heartbreaks and
some twists and turns. I began building the house in my home country
of New Zealand when I was in my late 20s. For various reasons progress has
been slow and, as I have been travelling fulltime for several years, I have
been unable to pick up a hammer, so my home in New Zealand remains sadly
incomplete. But when I was in the United States in 2017, I constructed a
travel-model tiny house with the help of my good friend, tiny-house builder
Mike Bedsole. Now it’s my home-away-from-home on a continent where I’ve
been spending an increasing amount of time. Building this home, I had the
benefit of applying some of the lessons learned from the many homes I’ve
visited over the years.
At 4.8 by 2.4 metres (16 by 8 feet) and single storey without sleeping
loft, the home is certainly on the small side, even in the world of tiny houses.
When it comes to the style, I was largely inspired by the beautiful, simple
homes I visited in Japan, yet I also wanted to bring in the warmth and
character of a country homestead. I needed it to be light and to feel spacious
despite its very small footprint. It had to be modern, but with the warmth
and character of timbers and hints of a cottage.
The main design criterion for my tiny house was it had to be a comfortable
home on the road — a place where my partner Rasa and I could live
harmoniously. As I’m always travelling, no fixed address is my constant reality
and so my home’s performance while on the move was almost as important as
its function as a home when stationary – so it needed to be made of lightweight
materials, be moveable with balanced towing and have a low profile to avoid
getting into sticky situations with powerlines or low-hanging branches.
39
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I love symmetry in design to the point that it’s almost an obsession.
When sketching out the designs of their homes, many people start with a
simple plan of the interior, and that pattern dictates the appearance of the
exterior. I work backwards, figuring out how I would like the home to look
from the outside and then working my way inside to the internal layout.
The exterior aesthetics are extremely important. I may live inside my home,
but the rest of the world has to look at it — especially in my situation where
others often allow me to park on their land for a while. The least I can do is
provide them with something pleasing to view in their yard.
My home’s design is incredibly simple. A narrow red door, only 60
centimetres (2 feet) wide, is set back slightly, producing a tiny porch, not
big enough for any practical purpose other than providing minor respite
from the rain while opening the door. Like the inset windows, it also helps to
break up the lines of the house. A home this size with a flat roof could easily
just look like a box, so breaking up the wall and roof lines with inset features
helps prevent this and makes it more interesting, visually.
Just inside the door is a shower on the left and a water closet on the right
— separated so that one person can use the toilet while the other is in the
shower — creating a narrow entranceway into the home, which to me feels a
little like the entrance to a Japanese teahouse.
Then it opens into a light room, containing the bed, which also functions
as a lounge space, a kitchen, a desk, which doubles as additional kitchen
workspace, and a dining table. The open-plan design helps this to feel more
like a decent-sized room than a tiny house. The sense of space is enhanced
by not having a sleeping loft. This makes the ceiling look higher, even though
40

With so much time spent on the road, Bryce
wanted to create a space that suited their
needs and combined working life with other
interests. The addition of blackout blinds
and mood lighting ensure they have a space
where they can relax at night after a busy
day on the road.

it is lower than many other tiny homes, and it ensures there are no height
issues when travelling.
While to some my home may not seem like much, to me it’s perfect. It
meets all my basic needs and plenty of my desires. It gives me a warm, dry,
beautiful place to rest my head at night. It’s absolutely enough.
I love that my house on wheels means I can be home anywhere. I’ll never
forget the first time I pulled into a highway rest-stop for the night and parked
between two large semi-trucks. I closed the blinds, prepared dinner, brushed
my teeth and fell into bed. I could have been anywhere, at that moment.
Waking up the next morning, the trucks were still parked on either side. I sat
on my small porch and ate my breakfast before once again hitting the road.
For a man who loves adventure, there’s nothing quite like a home on
wheels. My heart yearns to explore and discover new places. My home’s
windows can offer me a constantly new landscape but, when I choose to, they
can also keep just one landscape in frame for a while.
People often ask me, if money were no object, would I live in a large home
again? I honestly believe I wouldn’t. It’s simply not where my soul is. My little
home now nourishes me in a way that few other spaces could.
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THE CASTLE TRUCK

Motueka, New Zealand
43m2 / 463ft2
NZ$25,000

T

he Castle Truck is simply out of this world – although there is
almost nothing simple about it. Constructed by Justin and Jola to
be their family home on wheels, this old Bedford house truck is an
absolute marvel of engineering. The truck can be folded up into normal,
road-legal dimensions for travel. Parked, however, it expands, through a
mixture of hydraulics and human muscle, into a full-size home shaped like
a fantasy castle.
When they were travelling overseas, Justin and Jola decided to search
out options for where to live on returning home to New Zealand. They had
lived in a house bus for a short time and thought it would be a great option.
‘I remember lying in bed,’ Jola says, ‘and Justin showed me these pictures
and I was like, wow, they look so awesome! It pretty much looks like our
truck. I said, we have to build this – and we have.’
It’s a perfectly practical home for the couple and their young son Piko.
Although it may look fanciful when expanded, each element of the home
is as much about form as it is function. The Castle Truck is self-sufficient,
capturing rainwater, generating energy from its solar panels, heating water
through a mixture of solar thermal heating and a wood stove, and even
dehydrating food through an inbuilt compartment in the roof.
On the lower level is a kitchen, dining table and lounge area, with large
double doors that extend the living space into the outdoors. On the exterior
are two turrets, one occupied by a yin-and-yang-shaped composting toilet,
the other by a shower and small washing machine.
The second level extends up over the truck’s cabin and is the bedroom.
Its walls have been papered with old musical scores and Jola says she keeps
75
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Below: A built-in dining area provides underseat storage and a bookcase. Opposite: Seen
from above, the multi-dimensional castle is
self-sufficient and is ideal either parked up
or folded up to be on the road.

ON THE ROAD

Above right: A log burner keeps the kettle
hot and the truck toasty and warm during
New Zealand’s winter months.

discovering lyrics she hasn’t read before. Just below the sleeping area is
a very clever wardrobe, which rotates like a lazy susan, providing generous
storage space. Just when you think this interesting home couldn’t offer
any more, you find a rooftop balcony, which is accessed via the bedroom,
complete with a hammock, panoramic views and even a solar-heated
bath tub.
The home on wheels is ideal for this family, who lead a semi-nomadic life.
Justin, who is an engineer, finds odd jobs during their travels, while Jola, a
circus artist, performs with her twin sister in an acrobatic duo aptly named
the Twisty Twins. Living in the Castle Truck provides the family with a secure
home, whether they are parked for a period of time or travelling on the road.
The Castle Truck has raised the bar in terms of what I thought possible
in small-space design. The number of clever design tricks, engineered secret
places and integrated systems that went into making this home is mindboggling, and to have achieved it all in such a playful, creative way, well,
that is just classy.
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WINCKLER COT TAGE

Vancouver Island,
British Columbia, Canada
42 m2 / 450 ft2
CA$175,000

W

hen I first laid eyes on Winckler Cottage, situated on the serene
shores of Vancouver Island, I couldn’t believe what I was seeing.
It was right out of the pages of a storybook. The friends of Bruce,
its owner, often refer to it as the Hansel and Gretel Cottage. It’s easy to see
why. The steep, shingle-clad gables and trifold shape are straight out of Hans
Christian Anderson. ‘I used to live in the country, in a place called Rock
Creek, and everybody lived in small cottages. It was back in the 1960s and
the early ’70s. I thought, let’s build something that reminds me of those early
days,’ Bruce says.
Every aspect of the home has been expertly crafted by talented local
builders and artisans. From the cedar shingles on the roof, which were
handmade and painstakingly steamed into shape in order to achieve the
dramatic curves, to the customised mushroom-shaped metal vent cap,
everything has been made with love. This care and craftsmanship bring this
whimsical creation to life. Wherever possible, materials for the ambitious
project were sourced locally.
It’s impossible to visit Winckler Cottage without also being captivated by
its incredible location. The home sits on an ocean inlet surrounded by the
towering trees of a Pacific North West forest. Seals often sit on the rocks by
Bruce’s house and he can watch whales passing through the inlet.
Stepping inside the cottage is a bit of a shock. The fantasy exterior is left
behind and it becomes a cosy contemporary home. Bruce agrees that the
interior doesn’t seem to match — he loved the idea of a fairytale home but
wanted it to be practical to live in. While having a much more modern feel,
all the interior items are made with the same loving quality as the outside.
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Dramatic, angled rafters add a sense of
grandeur to Bruce’s mezzanine sleeping
floor, while the stone chimney runs the
vertical length of the home, which friends
call his Hansel and Gretel cottage.

An impressive stone fireplace dominates — and heats
— the entire cottage with the chimney running the full
height of the tallest gable. There is a simple kitchen,
lounge and bathroom. A small writing table by the
window looks out towards the ocean. Up the staircase is
a sleeping mezzanine with dramatically angled rafters
which add a sense of grandeur to the humble room.
Bruce set out to construct something beautiful,
something that would be a pleasure to behold and
would bring joy to those who laid eyes on it. That’s
exactly what he has achieved. Thanks to the talented
individuals who brought this vision to life, this
whimsical cottage is no fiction.
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DAIGO’S
WOODLAND CABIN

Sakuho,
Nagano Prefecture, Japan
20 m2 / 215 ft2
¥2,000,000

O

ver the past decades, many have abandoned provincial towns in
Japan and migrated to the densely populated cities. It was on
some of this now unused land that Daigo, with the help of friends,
constructed a majestic cabin, where he lived for a number of years with his
wife, before moving into another home in the township.
Sakuho is a beautiful place. Surrounded by towering mountains and
deep forests, it’s impossible not to feel a deep connection with the land
here. Daigo’s cabin is sustained by the elements, capturing sunlight to
generate power and being supplied with water from a small stream that
runs down from the mountains. When I arrived at the cabin, only a small
amount of snow was visible on the mountaintop but winter still hung in
the air.
The style of the cabin itself is a unique fusion of Japanese tradition and
Finnish design. Daigo had spent some time in Finland and, after falling in
love with the beautiful Nordic cabins he visited there, wanted to recreate
some of their essence in this project.
Inside, dark structural timbers contrast with light walls. The cabin
is cosy, while maintaining a sense of openness. In the corner is a small
wood stove and its glowing embers help to make the home feel even more
inviting. From a writing desk is a view out to the mountains. Against one
end of a large table, which provides a dining area, is a discreet kitchenette.
Diago enjoyed preparing meals for his family, who would sit around the
table and talk while he cooked. A small ladder provides access to the
sleeping loft, where the remote location, away from the lights of a major
town or city, allows for a spectacular view of the stars at night. It is idyllic.
1 49
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The cabin’s style offers a unique fusion of
traditional Japanese and Finnish design.
Dark structural timbers contrast with the
lighter walls and the natural light that floods
in through the expanse of windows all over
the tiny house.

‘The house is very small,’ Diago says, ‘but very happy,
comfortable and very warm. Here the relationship with
my wife is better than in a big house.’
Wherever you stand in the cabin, you can look out
into the incredible surrounding landscape. For the
warmer months, a hammock hangs in the trees, and
there are logs in a fire pit left over from last summer.
Next to the main building is another small structure
which houses the composting toilet. There is no shower
here — bathing is either with water heated on the stove
or at a nearby public bathhouse.
Now offering travellers a place to rest their heads,
I was fortunate to spend a night here before continuing
on my travels. Time moved slowly in this cabin. The
longer I spent here, the more vibrant the surrounding
landscape was in the winter light. A place to reconnect
with nature and an opportunity for reflection was such
a valuable gift for me in this hectic, modern world.
1 50
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FAMILY OF FIVE

Napier, New Zealand
21 m2 / 226 ft2
NZ$88,000

S

arah-Lee and François have always been fascinated by small-space
design. When they first met ten years ago, François was living in a
van. They would meet up, intending to go out on a date but would
often end up just staying in and spending the night coming up with designs
for small homes.
Their home is an outstanding achievement. Many couples doubt their
ability to live together in a tiny home, and yet these two do so happily — with
their three young children, Poppy, LouLou and Francis. A cabinetmaker by
trade, François has an incredible talent for building and making spaces work.
He’s certainly succeeded here and, at only 7 by 3 metres (23 by 10 feet), this
home is more than capable of accommodating the needs of the family.
The key to the home’s success is the open central area, which gives
the impression of abundant space. The kitchen has been pushed to one
end, while the bathroom, sleeping loft and kids’ bedroom are at the other,
allowing for a living space in the middle. The coordinated walls and cabinetry
are all made of the same lightweight plywood, a clever design trick to avoid
the eye being distracted by contrasting colours and materials and helping the
home feel larger.
The kitchen, loft and bathroom are relatively standard in their
construction — although exceptionally finished — and the design of the kids’
bedroom is pure genius. Three single beds have been stacked, one on top of
the other, each perpendicular to the one below, allowing the three children
a bed and their own little bit of private space. Ample storage has been built
into the room too, for clothing and toys. The children enjoy sharing the space
and, even though they have their own separate area, Sarah-Lee says it’s not
163
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uncommon for them all to climb into a single bed during the night — and
then into their parents’ sleeping loft in the morning.
The family do almost everything together and the children are homeschooled. Everyone is used to working cooperatively as a family unit. They
cook and clean together and, as Sarah-Lee says, ‘If you send your child off
to clean their room, it will never get done, but if you do it with them it will.
We’re always with them — one of the beautiful things is we are sharing
everyday life constantly. You are always together in the tiny house. The
rooms are linked. It’s nice. You know what your kids are doing, and if there’s
a bit of tension between them, you can quickly pick up on it.’
Conflict does arise on occasion, as it does in all families. But living in such
close quarters has taught this family to resolve issues quickly and not allow
tensions to build up. In many cases, there are conflict resolution lessons
which get lost because we allow issues to get swept under the carpet and not
dealt with. Living together in a tiny house, you simply can’t do that. ‘It does
take a certain emotional resilience to be constantly in each other’s space. But
you develop that resilience over time if you’re willing.’
During the daytime, the home is transformed, sometimes into an office
or lounge, sometimes a playroom. When designing the home, Sarah-Lee and
François felt that the indoor–outdoor flow would be important to make it
more liveable, and one entire side of the tiny house is designed to open up to
the garden, through large double doors and a sliding window, which open out
onto a deck. The abundant sunshine hours in Hawke’s Bay helps to provide
lots of outdoor time.
The family’s tiny home is located on the same property as their business.
François builds cabinets — and now tiny homes — out of several workshop
sheds, allowing them separate work space and a bit of additional storage.
Often our homes become storage spaces and get cluttered, but by only
keeping commonly used items in the house and having less frequently
required items, such as luggage, stored somewhere else helps to keep
everything organised.
Living in a smaller home has freed up the family’s financial resources, so
they can afford to always have at least one parent around for the children –
which is important to them in terms of their children’s early development.
For this family, living in a tiny house is not a ‘forever’ solution. When the
children eventually outgrow their room, Sarah-Lee and François say they’ll
need to find an alternative solution. There are plans to purchase land, which
they could move the tiny home on to, and eventually construct a slightly
larger home or perhaps even build other tiny homes for the children.
For now, though, this small home works perfectly for this family.
Whatever it may lack in square metres, it more than makes up for in love. It
allows the family to grow together, form tight bonds and, no matter what, be
there for one another. ‘The bigger the space, the more impersonal,’ Sarah-Lee
says. ‘We just think we are better together. After all, you want to be doing life
with your children, you want to grow with them.’
1 64

Lightweight plywood is used throughout
the interior, making the space feel bigger.
An open-plan central living area and a
window on a roller that slides back ensure
the quintessential Kiwi indoor/outdoor
flow within this tiny home.

1 65

PARKED UP

THE ZEN TINY HOUSE

34 m2 / 366 ft2
Byron Bay,
New South Wales, Australia
AU$73,000

T

he Zen Tiny House is a wonderful combination of Japanese and Nordic
design influences. Open, spacious and without excess, it’s a tranquil
and well-designed urban sanctuary.
Kester and Nadia had been sharing a home with their friends for seven
years and enjoyed living in their little community, their chosen family. But
with their friends’ kids growing up and needing more space, they all wanted
to find a way of continuing to live together but not on top of each other. The
solution was to build a tiny house on wheels, which could be parked in their
friends’ backyard.
Despite the fact the tiny house is on wheels and is relocatable, it was
designed especially for its current parking spot, with doors and windows
placed in accordance with how the light moves through the property and the
location of trees in the yard.
Inside, you can see the complementary influences, the Japanese
design giving the home its clean, minimal aspects, mixed with the cosy
Scandinavian features, such as fur rugs and a feature window. There is a
large lounge area with plenty of seating, which contains the majority of
the home’s storage, all hidden away neatly in drawers under the seats and
incorporated into the stairs. The generous-sized kitchen — the home is
3.5 metres wide — is open and inviting, with lovely wooden cabinetry and
ingredients displayed in glass jars. The bathroom has a composting toilet
and shower, although the shower is mostly used by Nadia, as Kester favours
using the outdoor shower on the exterior side of the same wall.
A plant box fringes the sleeping loft at the top of the stairwell like a
little zen garden. Nadia’s father, an architect, always designed homes with
223
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Hinged stair compartments and built-in
storage ensures this home feels uncluttered
and organised. It is a beautiful mix of
Japanese minimalism and Scandinavian soft
furnishings. A zen garden at the top of the
stairwell honours Nadia’s father.

planters in the stairwell and so this design element pays homage to him and
gives Nadia a sense of home and family connection. The couple love the way
it helps the home to blend in with the outdoors and how the plants bring life
into the home.
There are storage options everywhere in this house, allowing everything
to have its place and the home to be kept neat and tidy. Kester says that
to live in a small space, it helps to have a predilection for being organised
because it doesn’t feel good if it gets cluttered.
When I met Kester and Nadia, they had been living in the home for just
over a year and were obviously enamoured with it. They find the space to be
really functional and love how the home is designed to meet their needs and
tastes. They find it has everything they need. ‘When a house is thoroughly
thought through and designed around the way you live and the way you work
as a couple, it makes such a big difference,’ they say.
Visiting their home reminded me of a saying I had heard during my time
in Japan: ‘Only when you know that enough is enough will you ever actually
have enough.’ There’s no question that within the walls of this simple,
stunning home, Nadia and Kester have certainly found enough.
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