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On the forest floor and up in the trees,
on the sand and in the sea, animals
dig,
burrow,
weave,
build,
scratch,
scrape,
and shelter.
They make homes from
sticks and stones,
create hard shells
or choose clever hiding places.

Can you guess an animal from its home?
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Whose home is this, among rocks and grasses,
high up in the snowy mountains?

3

It’s Kea’s home.
Kea nest on the ground, in tree
hollows or among rocks. The mother
kea looks after the eggs and chicks,
while the father finds food for them.

Whose home is this, hard, striped, shiny and coiled?
4
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It’s Pu–pu– rangi’s home.
New Zealand’s giant snails carry their homes
with them. As a snail grows, its shell becomes a
larger and larger spiral shape. Giant snails can
grow up to 10 centimetres in diameter.

6

Whose home is this, made from twigs and grass,
among the flax bushes by the shore?

7

It’s Hoiho’s home.
Yellow-eyed penguins are shy birds.
The parents build a nest hidden away among
bushes near the sea. They take it in turns to
keep the eggs warm and feed their chicks.
8

Whose home is this, a tunnel in the soft, wet mudflats?
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It’s Kairau’s home.
Tunnelling mud crabs make many
burrows in the mud. As soon as they see
a bird or other predator, they scuttle into
one of their tunnels to hide.
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Whose home is this, hanging from a tree,
carefully woven from twigs, spiders’ webs and moss?
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It’s Riroriro’s home.
Grey warblers build
their nests in gardens
and forests. Sometimes
_ _
pıpıwharauroa, the
shining cuckoo, sneakily
adds her egg to the nest
for riroriro to raise as
their own.
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Whose home is this, in a cool, dark cavern
in the bank below the river’s surface?

13

It’s Tuna’s home.
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Long-finned eels hide during the daytime, under a log
or by digging into the muddy riverbank. Eels swim a
long way out to sea to lay their eggs and they leave
their young to find their own way home to the river or
lake that their mother came from.

Whose home is this, high up in the trees
above the river where the whitebait run?

15

Following on from the acclaimed Whose Beak is This? and Whose
Feet are These?, Gillian Candler and Fraser Williamson turn to
looking at homes and hiding places. Whose Home is This? includes
native birds and sea creatures, such as the yellow-eyed penguin,
octopus and crabs. While having fun guessing which native animal
lives in the different homes or habitats pictured, young children will
learn how animals have different strategies for keeping themselves
(and their young) safe.
Look for other books in this series:

