
NEW ZEALAND
eye on the landscape



4 5

PREFACE

A few years ago a catalogue from a landscape photography competition in Christchurch 
crossed my desk. I was stopped in my tracks by a particularly beautiful photo on the cover, 
but because I don’t move in the world of photographic clubs, the photographer responsible 
for this image was unknown to me. The artistry of the image was easy to see however, and 
sparked an idea.

It struck me that there was probably a sizeable pool of largely unseen, but very, very 
good landscape photography being generated by the clearly passionate members of the 
many photographic clubs in New Zealand. And my hunch was that the best of these images 
could well make a book of New Zealand landscape photography of the highest quality. 
Happily this idea met with enthusiastic support from the Photographic Society of New 
Zealand (the national body for all photographic clubs in New Zealand) and we subsequently 
sought submissions from members of the PSNZ, who range from full-time professionals to 
part-time amateurs.

New Zealand: Eye on the Landscape is the result. With my colleague, photographer Craig 
Potton, we selected the photographs within some simple parameters. We wanted a book 
that would reach beyond those only interested in the art of photography, to both locals and 
visitors who were seeking a book about the remarkable landscape we have in this country. 
This meant that we needed a comprehensive geographic spread through both islands. It also 

meant that we concentrated on photos that gave us a wider view of the land, rather than 
than those focused on abstract detail or pattern.

But ultimately we were interested in strong work, and to our delight, we found plenty 
of that. For two decades in my role as a publisher of New Zealand landscape books and 
calendars, I have looked every year at many, many thousands of images, and so I was 
also amazed at the fresh and original photographs that appeared – many of the images we 
selected are of places I have never seen photographed well before.

I was also intrigued by the places that grab the imagination of this particular group of 
photographers. The clear winners were the big skies and bony hills of Central Otago and the 
Mackenzie Country, which seem to have a strong appeal to our photographic community, 
while Lake Alexandrina, the small lake next to Lake Tekapo, took out the prize for the most 
photographed part of New Zealand by those submitting for this book. 

It has turned out to be an enormously rewarding task putting together Eye on the 
Landscape. Not only is there the real aesthetic pleasure of working with an inspired and 
well-made photograph, but in the end it is the landscape itself that comes shining through 
this collection of images.  Here there is a simple, uncomplicated truth for me – I want a 
landscape photograph to transport me. I want to feel the chill of a southerly change, with the 
cloud lifting and light lying over a high-country lake. I want to be back on the cliffs above 
a West Coast beach as a late-summer sun slips into the ocean. And every time a photograph 
has the heart to do this, then I know that what the photographers in this book are chasing 
is truly worthwhile. 

ROBBIE BURTON
Co-owner and Publisher
Craig Potton Publishing
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Above Morning light on the western faces of Mt Tasman, New Zealand’s second-
highest mountain, Westland/Tai Poutini National Park. A. JOHN V. HART

Opposite Mt Tasman and Aoraki/Mt Cook reflected in Lake Matheson, near Fox 
Glacier, Westland/Tai Poutini National Park. JUSTINA YONG
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Above A recent ice collapse at the terminal of the Fox Glacier, the source of the Fox River,
Westland/Tai Poutini National Park. GRAHAM DAINTY

Opposite The Waiho River flows out from under the terminal of the Franz Josef Glacier,
Westland/Tai Poutini National Park. SAMUEL CHAN

Overleaf Cattle graze in the evening light on flats near Fox Glacier,
South Westland. THIERRY HUET
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Morning sun rises over river flats near Lake Matheson, South Westland. DAVID BECKINGHAM

On a still winter’s morning mist lies around the forested fringe of Lake Mapourika, just north of
Franz Josef, Westland/Tai Poutini National Park. RICHARD SIMMONDS


